
If you need a sign language interpreter for National Park 
Service interpretive programs, please make arrangements 
three weeks in advance by calling 307-344-2251.

Yellowstone National Park is improving accessibility for  
all visitors. Many, but not all, of our ranger programs are 
wheelchair-accessible: look for the wheelchair symbol at the 
end of each program description. For more park accessibility 
information, ask for Accessibility in Yellowstone, a free guide 
to wheelchair-accessible features in Yellowstone, available at 
entrance stations, visitor centers, and on www.nps.gov/yell/
planyourvisit/parkwide-access.htm. 

Have a few minutes? An hour? Half a day?  
Want to ask a few questions? Explore the park in depth?  

Ranger Programs offer something for everyone!

Ranger Programs
Summer 2011 in Yellowstone National Park

Ranger Talks
During the day, you can join ranger talks scheduled all around the park. 
You can find out fascinating facts about wildlife, history, and geology.  
The programs range from short talks such as “Tales of the Travertine”  
to longer talks held in various locations and in comfortable indoor  
auditoriums. If you have children, look for ranger talks geared for kids at 
Canyon, Old Faithful, and plenty of activities at the Junior Ranger Station 
at Madison.

Ranger Walks
Feel like stretching your legs while you learn about Yellowstone? Then 
look for ranger-led walks. You can explore the meadows of the Canyon 
area and walk along its rims; enjoy wildlife watching in Hayden Valley; 
stroll along the Yellowstone River, Yellowstone Lake, and walk among the 
hydrothermal wonders of the geyser basins and Mud Volcano. If  you 
would prefer a boat ride—check out the Lake Scenic Cruise, which is 
operated by a concessioner but features a park ranger guide on select trips.

Stars Over Yellowstone is presented by The Museum of the Rockies and its partners, 
including the Southwest Montana Astronomical Society. The Museum of the Rockies  
is in Bozeman, Montana, at 600 Kagy Blvd.; 406-994-2251.

Stars Over Yellowstone
Enjoy Yellowstone’s unpolluted sky. Find constellations, hear  
star stories, and view the sun and other celestial objects through 
telescopes. Weather permitting.

Safe Solar Observing 
Old Faithful Visitor Education Center area
Saturday 
June 25 & July 30, 2–5 pm 
Safely view the sun through telescopes. 

Night Sky Observing 
Between the Madison Campground & Amphitheater
Friday & Saturday 
June 24 & 25, July 29 & 30, 10:30 pm 
Find the Milky Way, Jupiter, craters on the Moon, the center of the  
Galaxy, star clusters, and nebula. Telescopes available. Dress warmly; 
bring a flashlight.

Astronomy Evening Programs: Madison Campground Amphitheater

Especially for Children
Turn to the last page to find out about the park’s programs for children, 
including Junior Ranger—which is celebrating its 20th summer in  
Yellowstone National Park!

Evening Programs
Visitors of all ages enjoy the classic ranger evening programs, which are 
held in all the major areas. Enjoy the stories and fascinating facts that 
rangers can tell, view stunning photography, and just have fun and relax! 
Most programs begin at 9 or 9:30 pm, but you’ll find earlier programs at 
Norris, Fishing Bridge, West Yellowstone, and Old Faithful. The topics 
change frequently; check at a visitor center or campground bulletin board 
to find out what is being presented while you are here. 

Friday, June 24, 9:30 pm  
Cosmic Update 2011 by Jim Manning, Executive Director, Astronomical 
Society of the Pacific. What’s up, what’s new, what’s hot in the big wide 
universe and our exploration of it. 
Saturday, June 25, 9:30 pm 
Did Mars Start Out Like Yellowstone? by Jim Manning. Look at our search 
for life elsewhere. See how Mars may have started out like Yellowstone 
and may be a possible source of life.
Friday, July 29, 9:30 pm 
Star Gazing from the National Parks, by Mike Murray, Program Manager, 
Clark Planetarium, Salt Lake City. Some of the most pristine views of stars 
and deep sky wonders can be experienced from Yellowstone because of 
dark night skies and incredible viewing conditions. Discover how to get 
the most out of your star observing experience in Yellowstone.
Saturday, July 30, 9:30 pm 
Seeing in the Dark: Tales of an Amateur Astronomer by Mike Murray.  
The inspiration to explore the sky has one common thread: a curiosity  
to discover more of nature’s secrets and feel a personal connection to  
the universe. Learn about observing with binoculars, “star hopping,” 
astronomy clubs, star parties, choosing your first telescope, observing 
techniques, using star charts, and more.
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