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Fish Identification—Nonnative 
Lake Trout—LT 

All lake trout MUST BE KILLED in Yellowstone Lake. 

If you do not want to keep the fish, puncture the air bladder and drop it into 
water as deep as possible. In the backcountry, dispose of fish entrails and 
remains in fast moving or deep water. Do not discard trout carcasses along 
streams as they will attract bears. 

numerous 
spots on 
head 

air bladder 

deeply
white spots, dark forked
background often white tail 

on edge of fins 

Distributed in Heart, Lewis, Shoshone, and Yellowstone lakes. 

Smallmouth Bass—SB 

All smallmouth bass MUST BE KILLED AND REPORTED parkwide. 
Report by phone: 307-344-2107 or e-mail: yell_visitor_services@nps.gov 

hard spines on 
front of dorsal fin dark brown 

horizontal bars 
across head 

golden-olive and 
brown with dark 
brown vertical bars 
or splotches along 
the body 

pelvic fins are 
forward on body, yellowish-white

below pectoral fins underside 

Smallmouth bass are a member of the Sunfish family of 
fishes which are not native to the park and are aggressive 
predators. Catchable smallmouth bass can be from 4 to 20 
or more inches long. 
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