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• Firehole River, Madison River, 
lower Gibbon River (downstream 
of Gibbon Falls)—possession of up 
to five brook trout is allowed. Catch 
and release all rainbow and brown 
trout. Whitefish are an important 
native species in the Madison River 
and they must be released. 

• Lewis River system above Lewis 
Falls, including Lewis and 
Shoshone lakes and their tributar-
ies—possession of five combined 
brook, brown or lake trout; only 
one of which may be a brown trout. 

It is the responsibility of the angler 
to be able to identify fish by species. 
Unintentionally killed fish should be 
returned to the water so they can be 
consumed by wildlife. 

Brook trout markings.

Evidence of species in possession

Skin must remain attached so the 
fish species can be visibly identified. 
Gills and entrails may be removed 
in the field, but must be discarded 
only within the waters where the fish 
were caught.

Disposal of fish and entrails

Dispose of fish and/or fish entrails 
within the waters where the fish 

was caught but not within 100 feet 
(30.5 m) of boat ramps, docks, or 
backcountry campsites. Fish can also 
be disposed of in park trash cans. 

Bridge and boat dock restrictions

No fishing from any road bridge or 
boat dock. 

Boating
Vessel inspections & permits

All vessels—including float tubes—
require a boat permit, a life vest for 
each passenger, and an emergency 
sound device such as a whistle or air 
horn. All vessels must be checked by 
National Park Service inspectors to 
ensure that they are free of aquatic 
invasive species before entering 
any park waters. See Yellowstone’s 
Boating Regulations for details: 
www.nps.gov 
/yell/planyourvisit/boating.htm. 

General Regulations

All vessels require a permit. 




